CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter is divided into eight section. They are the Background of the Study, the Reason for Choosing the Topic, the Statement of the Problem, the Objective of the Study, the Limitation of the Study, the Significance of the Study, the Definition of Key Terms, and the Organization of the Study.

1.1 Background of the Study

Learning foreign language has become the need for everyone to meet. The involvement of English in everyday life can’t be avoidable. Language as the main human needs, demands people to master. Therefore, beside native language, people also need to master a foreign language. Moreover, globalization has changed the English become the language of global contacts. That’s why at the present day, English has also become a lingua franca. Hence, to learn English has been something important lately.

Indonesia's involvement in globalization requires the people to master English. In its teaching, English is known as a foreign language in Indonesia or commonly referred as Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL). Teaching and learning of English in Indonesia begins from the most basic level. In mastering the English language, there are stages that must be passed, which are, the introduction of vocabularies, grammar and manner of correct pronunciation. Therefore, teaching and learning English take quite a long process. Hence, the teachers and learners are expected to be able to cooperate in mastering English. In the process of teaching and learning, teachers and learners have many differences, especially in their roles. Through these differences, teachers and learners have viewpoints about the teaching and learning English according to their own. This viewpoint is what creates a ‘belief’. Understanding of ‘belief’ itself is quite difficult to explain, since the explanation depends on who has the belief. As described by Ellis (2008), a belief is a variable which differs from other variables since it is neither an ability nor a trait-like propensity for language learning. Therefore, the terminology of "belief" itself can be found out through several approaches, such as with scientific research.
Since their different viewpoints and experiences in the English classroom activity, teachers’ and learners’ belief also have a different explanation. Teachers make decisions about classroom instruction in light of theoretical beliefs they hold about teaching and learning (Harste and Burke, 1977). Therefore, teachers’ beliefs influence their goals, procedures, materials, classroom interaction patterns, their roles, their students, and the schools they work in. Meanwhile, according to Richards and Schmit (2002), learners’ beliefs include opinions learners have about various aspects of language, learning and teaching. All of these may affect their attitudes and motivation in learning and may have an influence on their learning strategies and outcomes. As states by Hall (2011), learners’ beliefs and motivation are related to each other and learners’ perception influence their motivation to a large degree. No doubt if among them there are differences that have a great influence in teaching and learning in the EFL class.

There must be gaps between teachers’ and learners’ belief, considering that there are always differences between them. However, considering its importance, its need to be correlate to achieve the objectives of the students' English mastery. Dörnyei (2005) claimed that beliefs affect learners’ language success and their learning outcome and behavior. Therefore, these differences of opinion need to be found and bridged.

Therefore, the writer intends to explore these issues through his paper titled: "A Descriptive Study of Comparison Between Teachers’ and Learners' Belief in Teaching and Learning EFL."

1.2 Reason for Choosing the Topic

This study took consideration from the following reasons:

1. It is important for teacher to be aware of his belief in teaching EFL. The teacher must have a good paradigm of teaching EFL belief which aims to improve the quality of their teaching. Teacher is expected to have broad experience of teaching EFL so as to provide a good learning experience and also foster motivation of learning for students.

2. In EFL class, students require any particular treatment from teacher. Students not only need material according to their ability, but also the proper motivation to foster a good learning experience. This experience is what will form their belief learning EFL. It is expected the belief between teachers and students in teaching and learning EFL mutually sustainable.
1.3 Research Question
Based on the background of the research, the research question is formulated as follows:

Is there any difference in term of belief between teachers and students in the process of teaching and learning English as foreign language?

1.4 Objective of the Study

The objective of the study is to contrast the teachers’ and students’ belief in teaching and learning English as foreign language.

1.5 Limitation of the Study

To avoid the ambiguity of the research, the writer limits the study as follow:

The teachers’ and students’ belief in teaching and learning English as foreign language.

1.6 Significance of the Study

This study has benefits as the following:

a. Practical significance

1. For the teacher, this study can help the teacher to improve the quality of his teaching. Teacher can provide a proper teaching material to the students and also make the class more attractive for them. In addition, teacher can predict the students’ needs in learning English activity.

2. For the students, the needs of the student can be known. From this condition, teacher can fulfill students’ necessity in learning English. Students can be more motivated in learning English.

b. 
Pedagogical significance

The result  of this study is expected to give an alternative source and references to other researchers in their attempts in knowing teachers’ belief in learning English and how to apply it in the classroom and also knowing the students’ belief in learning English and how to fulfill it to support their learning activity.

1.7 Definition of Key Terms
There are some definition of key terms, as follows:

a. Teachers’ and Learners’ Belief

According to Pajares (1992), Belief, as a term, has been defined in a variety of different ways in the literature and used interchangeably with a variety of other terms including attitudes, values, judgments, opinions, ideology, perceptions, conceptions, conceptual systems, dispositions, implicit theories, explicit theories, internal mental processes, action strategies, rules of practice and perspectives. The belief is concerning in teaching and learning English as foreign language. There are two beliefs based on this study, teachers’ belief and students’ belief. Teachers’ beliefs exist in many levels from global to personal and serve as overarching frameworks from understanding and engaging to the world. A primary source of teachers’ classroom practices is belief system, that is, the information, attitudes, values, expectations, theories, and assumption about teaching and learning that teacher build up over time and bring with them to the classroom (Richard, 1998). Besides, adapted from Richard and Schmit (2002), learner beliefs include opinions learners have about various aspect of language, learning and teaching. All of these may affect their attitudes and motivation in learning. It can be concluded that Belief, in particular by Teacher and Learner is everything related to attitudes, judgement, opinions, and perspectives toward EFL classroom in various aspects in teaching and learning process that may affect the learner’s outcome.

b. EFL Classroom
EFL is the acronym of English as a foreign language. EFL means the situation of the English learning by nonnative speakers in order to use it with any other English speakers in the world - when the students might be the tourists or business people. Based on the three factors of ESP which are the expansion of demand in English to meet the specific needs, developments in the field of linguistics, and psychology of education (Hutchinson and Alan, 1987: 8), Indonesia is included in the category of countries EFL. This is because people use English only in limited situations such as in education, certain occupations, or just personal interest. Most people learn and use English as a demand for a variety of reasons. In this case, the Indonesian people use English for Specific Purpose (ESP) for the development, 
1.8 Outline of the Study
This study consists of three chapters:

Chapter I is Introduction. This chapter contains the Background of the Study, the Reason for Choosing the Topic, the Statement of the Problem, the Objectives of the Study, the Limitation of the Study, the Significance of the Study, the Definition of Key Terms, and the Outline of the Study.

Chapter II is Review of Related Literature. This chapter describes the Review of Previous Studies, the English as Foreign Language, the Teachers’ Belief, Learners’ Belief, and the Use of Belief in English Classroom.
Chapter III is Research Method. This chapter explains the Research Design, the Subject of the Study, the Role of the Researcher, the Instrument of Collecting Data, the Procedures of Data Collection, and the Methods of Data Analysis.

Chapter IV is Research Findings and Discussions. This chapter consists of the Description of the Participants, the Validity and Reliability of the Instruments and Findings, and the Findings and the Discussion about the teachers’ and students’ beliefs towards teaching and learning in EFL classroom.

Chapter V presents the Conclusion and the Suggestion over the result of the study. The writer sets this chapter as the conclusion taken from the whole discussion and the analysis of the previous chapter and suggestion dealing with the research findings.
