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THE PORTRAYAL OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AS CONDUCTED BY THE AIBILEEN AND SKEETER IN KATHRYN
STOCKETT'S THE HELP

1. Racial Discrimination Reflected in The Help Novel

three octaves higher when she
talks to colored
like

talking to a child, although

people.
Elizabeth smiles she’s
certainly not her own. I am

starting to notice things.

separation based on human
race. Black people define as
the minority. They always
get unlucky condition. It is
the Hilly

character, she always treats

portraying in

the black people differently.
She believes that they are
different. They are not as
beautiful as white, they are

not as clever as white, they

Type /
Form of Answering
Problem
Data .
No. Data Pages | Eormulation Writer Comment Reference
1. | Hilly raises her voice about | Narration | 157 1 In the past era, there is big | UNESCO claims racism as

theory about racial or ethnical
group. It talks about the
superiority and also
inferiority. It may give the
benefit for the majority to
treats the minority differently.
This theory sets that the
majority can get some right to
become superior in order to
between

make separation

majority and minority based
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are not appropriate to get
nice treatment from the
white. One of the racism
from Hilly is she always
raises her voice higher when
she talks to the black. It
shows that Hilly sees the
black people as a bad,

dumb, and poor creature.

on their race. On the other
hand, this separation reflects
to the injustice. For instance,
the majority can dominate and
eliminate  the minority.
(Benoist 13)

“And what thing is that?”
minny says to me. “Maybe you
just want me to tell you all this
stuff so I get in trouble.”
Minny points to the window.
“Medgar Evers, the NAACP
officer who lives five minutes
away, they blew up his carport

last night. For talking.”

My face is burning red. | speak

slowly. “We want to show

Dialogue

164

In the past era, every white
people must believe that
they are better than the
black. The adult will teach
their children since they are
a baby about this case. And
as the result, as the better
one, they should treat the
bad one differently. Every
race knows about this.
There will be no white

people treat the black well.

Crignan states that, basic of
the racism is about biological.
There are differences; those
differences push human to put
their self as the good one, and
the other is bad. This feeling
lead human to posses’
negative stereotype.
Meanwhile, racism is not only
about a belief. Racism is
about the real action that put

black people as the victim.
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your perspective.. So people
might understand what it’s like
from your side. We—we hope
it might change some things
around here.” Said Miss

Skeeter.

“What you think you gone
change with this? What law
you want to reform so it says
you got to be nice to your

mind?” Minny said,

“Now hold on,” I say, “I’m not
trying to change any laws here.
I’m just talking about attitudes
and—" answered Miss

Skeeter.

Meanwhile, they have black
people as a help on their
home. In this evidence,
there is Miss Skeeter, she is
white lady who have good
career and society. She is
different from the other
white. She always treats the
black people well. This
evidence happens when she
tries to make a book which
is consist about the daily life
of a help who always get
discrimination  from  the
white. Minny as the black,
she does not believe in Miss
Skeeter. She believes that,
white people will make
them in trouble. She wants
to stay away from that. It is

impossible if there is a

(Carignan 3)
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white people who want to

help the black people.

“William had a fit when he
saw what she did to our house
and I can’t soil my name
hanging around her anymore,
not with the election coming
up. I’ve already asked Jeanie
Caldwell to take Skeeter’s
place in bridge club.” Said
Miss Hilly.

“You kicked her out of bridge
club?” asked Miss Leefolt.

“I sure did. And I thought
about kicking her out of the

League, too.” Answered Miss

Hilly

“Can you even do that?” asked

Miss Leefolt.

Dialogue

290

This is the conversation
between Miss Hilly and
Miss Elizabeth. They are the
friends of Miss Skeeter. At
that time, they cannot be a
friend anymore, since there
is something bad happen on
the Miss Hilly’s house
because of Skeeter. Miss
Hilly spread news that they
should make another toilet
for their help. This is
because it is dangerous for
the white. As the good white
people, Miss Skeeter did
something which is put her
in danger. She cannot be
good friend with her group

anymore. Because of Miss

Clair and Jeffery mention
that, racism is about the
domination of race. Biological
Is the aspect that determines
where they will belong to.
The biological is like the skin
color, and eye shape. It calls
as racism if it can cause the
minority become the victim.

(Clair and Jeffrey 857)
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“Of course I can. But I've
decided I want her to sit in that
room and see what a fool she’s
made of herself.” Miss Hilly
nods. “She needs to learn that
she cannot carry on this way. |
mean, around us it’s one thing,
but aroumd some other people,

she’s going to get in trouble.”

Hilly, she does not join to
their club anymore. It is the
effect of white people who
does not follow the society
rules at that time. Black
people are bad. If there is
white people who defend
the black, that white people
should be treated like a

black too.

— Moments later, dinner is
announced and  everyone
settles into their assigned seats.
Celia and Johny have been
seated with a handful of out-
of-town couples, friends of
aren’t

friends who really

friends of anyone at all.
Skeeter is seated with a few
local couples, not President

Hilly or even Secretary

Narration

325,
347

As the people who have low
intellectual capacity and bad
behavior, the black people
should be

differently.  The

people must not treat them

treated

white

well. This evidence shows
the effect for Miss Skeeter
who defend the black
people. Meanwhile, she

knows that she cannot do

Reading believe that, in the

North America, racial
discrimination is about
inequalities. These

inequalities are based on their
appearance. Their appearance
will describe their intellectual
capacity and behavior. White
people believe that, the black
people will reflect low

intellectual capacity and bad
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Elizabeth this year.

-After the toilet incident,
Elizabeth and | struggled to
stay friends. We still talked on
the phone occasionally. But
she stopped saying more than a
hello and a few empty
sentences to me at a League
meetings, because Hilly would
see her. The last time | stopped
by Elizabeth’s house was a

month ago.

that. Miss Hilly and Miss
Elizabeth do not want to
have her as a friend
anymore.  Firstly,  Miss
Eizabeth still contacts Miss
Skeeter, but she stopped it.
They did it because they
believe Miss Skeeter should

be treated like as the black.

behavior. On the other hand,
the white is the best one.
(Reading 3)

Mother still doesn’t know that
I’ve been kicked out of the
bridge club or that Patsy Joiner
got a new tennis partner. |
don’t get invited to cocktail
parties or baby shower
anymore, or any functions

where Hilly will be there.

Narration

345

Like as the evidence before,
Miss Skeeter cannot come
to every party which is she
always comes before. She
cannot do it, this is because
there will be Miss Hilly who
will lead that event. As the

result, she does not have a

Reading pointed that; the
white people will always get
the best of everything. The
black people cannot get like
as white people get. The white
people will always get good
opportunities and treatment
than the black. (Reading 3)
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Except the League. At
meetings, girls are short, to the
point with me when discussing
newsletter business. | try to
convince myself I don’t care. I
fix myself at my typewriter
and don’t leave most days. I
tell myself, that’s what you get
when you put thirty-one toilets
on the most popular girl’s front

yard. People tend to treat you a
little differently than before.

friend anymore. Her closest
friend, Miss Elizabeth, she
stay away from Miss
Skeeter, and the other friend
did it too. It shows that, if
there are a white people
who defend the black, it is
very rare case. This is
because they should be
ready to be treated like as
the black.

“Okay then. It is time to
choose an editor for our new,
modern monthly. Any
nominations?” asked Miss

Hilly.

Several hands pop up. | sit

very still.

“Jeanie Price, what say ye?”

Dialogue

351

This  evidence happens
when Miss Hilly tries to
take the Miss Skeeter job.
This is another result for the
Miss Skeeter action to Miss
Hilly. Everybody see her as
the black who have low

education. She does not

Every black people, they
should realize their position.
They should know that they
will  always get unfair
treatment. As the result of
they  cannot get  the
opportunity like as the white,

the black people will always
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asked Miss Hilly

“I say Hilly. I nominate Hilly

Holbrook.” Answered Jeani

“Aren’t you the sweetest thing.
Alright, any others?” answered

Miss Hilly

Rachel Cole Brant turns and
looks at me like, Are you
believing this? Evidently, she’s
the only one in the room who
doesn’t know about me and

Hilly.

“any seconds to..” Hilly looks
down at thepodium, like she
cann’t quite remember who’s
been nominated. “To Hilly

Holbrook?”
“I second”

“I third”

deserve to get that job. On
the other hand, she is white
people, she is Miss Hilly’s
friend before, and she did
that job for several times.
Because of her defend to the
black people; she should
accept every unfair

treatment from her race.

have low education. They
cannot posses a success like
as the white. On the other
hand, the white people can
become everything like they

want. (Crocker 2)
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Bang-bang goes the gavel and

I’ve lost my post as editor.

Leslie Fullerbean is staring at
me with eyes so wide, | can
see there isn’t anything back
there where her brain should
be.

“Skeeter, isn’t that your job?”
Rachel says.

“It was my job,” I mutter and
head straight for the doors
when the meeting is over. No
one speaks to me; no one looks
me in the eye. | keep my head
high.

When the club reopens the first
week of January, | put my skirt
on and grab my racquet. | walk
through the snack bar, ignoring

Patsy Joiner, my old tennis

Narration

376

Another result for Miss
defend is
everybody talks behind her.

Skeeter’s

She loses her friend, she

loses her job, and she

Mtose explain that, racism
will always put the black
people as the victims. They
will always treat them

differently. The white people
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partner who dumped me, and
three other girls, all smoking at
the black iron tables. They lean
down and whisper to each
other when I pass. I'll be
skipping the League meeting
tonight, and forever, for that
matter. | gave in and sent a
letter three days ago with my

resignation.

becomes a topic of hatred.
Everybody talks behind her
because of her defend
toward the black people.
There may be a lot of white
people who wants to be nice
with the black, but it is too
dangerous. As the result,
they did not do it. Miss
Skeeter is the real portrayal
of a victim meanwhile she is
a white. It portrays the
racism that happens in the
past. There is no one who
wants to help the black
people. This is because they
can be the victim like as the
black.

will always exploit the black.
They want every white people
treat the Dblack everywhere
differently. Meanwhile, it is in
the governmental place, every
white people should know
that rules. (Mtose 327)

“'m not making trouble,

Stuart. The trouble is already

Dialogue

382

This is irony, black people
often define as the symbol

of crime, and meanwhile

Mtose describes that; racism
cannot be separated from the

black people’s life. They will
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here.” Said Miss Skeeter

But clearly, this isn’t the
answer he is looking for. “I

don’t know you.” Said Stuart.

I look down, remembering that
I’d thought this same thing
only moments ago. “I guess
we’ll have the rest of our lives
to fix that,” I say, trying to

smile.

“I don’t... think I can marry

somebody | don’t know.”

| suck in a breath. My mouth
opens but I can’t say anything

for a little while.

they are the victims of
racism. There is a lot of bad
effect that they got because
of that condition. This
evidence shows that how
bad the effect of racism.
When racism can Kkill
someone’s future, it can also
happen on the white people
who defend the black
people. Miss Skeeter loses
many things. She does not
have friend, job, her club,
and they should lose her
love. Her love does not want
to marry her because it is a
wrong according to him. It
is a wrong to defend the

black people.

always be the victim. They
will always be seen as a
wrong. Black people are the
symbol of crime. (Mtose 329)

She looks me up and down.

“What are you, some kind of

Dialogue

420

Because of her defend; Miss

Skeeter got her final effect.

According to the Smith,

Racism is about oppression.
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hippie now? God, your poor
mama must be so embarrassed
of you.” Said Miss Hilly

“Hilly, why are you here?”
asked Miss Skeeter.

“To tell you I’ve contacted my
lawyer, Hibbie Goodman, who
happens to be the number one
expert on the libel laws in
Missisipi, and you’re in big
trouble, missy. You’re going to
jail, you know that?”’ said Miss
Hilly

Miss Hilly comes to her
house and she wants to
bring Miss Skeeter to the
jail. This is final punishment
for miss Skeeter from Miss
Hilly. She wants to Miss
Skeeter knows that black
and white are different. And
the black should be treated
like as she treated Miss
Skeeter at that time. This
evidence is totally showed
that racism is the real
phenomenon that happened
in the past time. White
people treat the black
differently, and it is rare
case for the white to defend
the black. This is because
the effect that they will get.
They will be treated like as

This oppression can happen
everywhere. The black people
will always be race who
oppressed by the white. They
have limited access in the
public places and also their
life. They should follow the
rules that black and white are
different. (Smith 2)
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the black people.
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2. The portrayal of racial discrimination in every setting reflected on the novel The Help

70

head. “Aibileen, you
wouldn’t want to go to a
school full of white people,

would you?”

“No, Ma’am” I mumble. “Not
a school full of a just white
people. But where the colored
the folks is

and white

together” Answer Aibileen.

Hilly and Miss Leefolt look at
me. | look back down at the
kids.

“But Aibileen”—Muiss Hilly

(Education)

always get many privileges.
They can get everything that
black White
people can get the best of
and the black

cannot  get.
everything,
people only can get the rest.
In case of education, white
people believe that they
cannot get lesson in a same
place. This is because; they
are different. They have
different level of cleverness.
As the result, according to the

white, the black people are

Type/
Form of Answering
Problem
Data .
No. Data Pages | Formulation Writer Comment Reference
1. | But Miss Hilly shaking her | Dialogue | 186 2 As the majority, white people | Because of the  group

separations based on the race,
it puts white people at the
lucky condition. They have
privileges that black people
cannot posses. The white
people have the right for good
position in the government,
economy, and also
educational aspects. It is quite
different from the black. They
cannot have those rights
because of their condition

(Hunter 240).
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smile real cold—“colored
people and white people just
s0.... different.” she wrinkle

up her nose.

| feel my lip curling. A course
we different!  Everybody
knows colored people and
white ain’t the same. But we
still just people! Shoot, | even
had

colored skin living out there

been hearing Jesus
in the desert. | press my lips

together.

not appropriate to get lesson
in the same place with white.
As portrays in the Hilly and
Aibileen conversation, Hilly
wants to say that Aibileen
cannot get education in the
white school. Aibileen only
can get the education on the

same place with her race.

“How come you colored,

Aibileen?” Asked Mae.

Now I’ve gotten this question
a few times from my other
white kids. | used to just
laugh, but I want to get this
right with her. “Cause God

Dialogue

392

2
(Education)

The racial discrimination also
comes from the teacher in
school. The teacher will treat
and black
differently. Based on their

white student

teacher believes that
They
believe that black people are

race,

they are different.

The example of privileges that
white people have in the
education aspect is about the
teacher’s treatment. In this
case, a lot of teachers believe
that their white skin students
are cleverer than the black

one. This is because; they
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made me colored,” 1 say.

“And there ain’t another

reason in the world.”

Answered Aibileen.

“Miss Taylor says kids that
are colored can’t go to my
school

cause they’re not

smart enough.” Said Mae.

not as clever as the white.
That is why; the black people
cannot go to the white school.
It is happen in the Mae
Mobley’s teacher. Mae is
Elizabeth’s  daughter, a
daughter who takes care by
Aibileen. White people teach
their children to be racist. It is
not only their parent, but also
their This

black people

children. case
shows that

cannot get privileges like as

come from a good family who
will prepared them well for
everything. While for the
black skin student, they will
not as clever as the white.
This is because; they have
different Their

provide

condition.
family cannot
everything as good as the
white family. Because of the
teacher’s high expectations
for the white, there is a lot of

discrimination at school based

white. on their skin color (Hunter

243).
| read through four of the | Narratio | 173 2 There is a lot of racial | In the case of health facility,
twenty-five pages, n (Health discrimination  in  many | there  will be many
mesmerized by how many Facility) | places. Even in the health | interactions. They are the

laws exist to separate us.
Negroes and white are not
water

allowed to share

facility, black and white have
their own health facility.

They have different place. As

interactions that come from
every people from different

culture or even race. The
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fountains, movie houses,
public restrooms, ballparks,
phone booths, circus shows.
Negroes cannot use the same
pharmacy or buy postage
stamps at the same windows
as me. | think about
Constantine, the time my
family took her to Memphis
with us and the highway had
mostly washed out, but we
had to drive straight on
through because we knew the
hotels wouldn’t let her in. I
think about how no one in the
car would come out and say
it. We all know about these
laws, we live here, but we
don’t talk about them. This is
the first time I’ve ever seen

them written down.

stated by Skeeter in the novel,
there are a lot of rules for
black people. It mentions that
black people always have
their place. They cannot use
the white people facilities.
Meanwhile it is a hospital, an
urgent condition, they have
rules, and black cannot use
the white hospital. On the
other hand, the hospital crew
also will refuse the black
people patient. They will
have reason to avoid them
this is because, they believe
they are different. It will
cause bad effect if they share
their hospital with the black.

society believes that, when
the Dblack people or the
minority use the same health
facility with the white, it will
give bad effect for that health
facility. In order to solve this
condition, the supervisor will
try to direct the black client to
go to another health facility.
They do this with the reason
that they do not have good
experience on their health
problem. It is  happen
implicitly (Vidal 12).
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Lunch counters, the stage
fair, pool tables, hospitals.
Number forty seven | have to

read twice, for its irony.

| push open the metal door,
get a cart, and put Mae
Mobley up front, stick her
legs through the holes. Long
as I got my uniform on, I’'m
allowed to shop in this Jitney.
I miss the old days, when you

just walk out to Fortification

Street and there be the
farmers with they
wheelbarrows calling out,

“Sweet potatoes, butter beans,
Fresh

buttermilk, yellow cheese,

okra. cream,
eggs.” But the Jitney ain’t so
bad. Least they got the good

air-condition.

Narratio

n

100

2
(Market
Facility)

Even in market, black and
white people have their place.
Their race portrays different
level of everything. Black
people cannot use the white
market facility. Like as in this
evident, Aibileen can use the
white market when she wears
the uniform as a help, and she
brings Mae Maobley. It is in
order to show that she is there
because of the white people.
It shows that racial
discrimination happens

everywhere.

Racial discrimination in the
market not only happen for
the adult black people, but
also it is happen to the
children. There are a lot of
black

report that

from the
They

become the victim of racism

reports
children.

in the store. They are treated
differently with the white
children. People are not
respecting the black children
as good as the others. They
also become the object of

insult (Fincham and Smith 2).
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“Rule number One of
working for a white lady,
Minny: it is nobody’s
business. You keep your nose
out of your White Lady’s
problem, you don’t go crying
to her with yours- you can’t
pay the light bill? Your feet
are too wanted to hear it. And
Miss White Lady

catches her man with the lady

when

next door, you keep out of it,

you hear me?

Rule number Two: don’t you
ever let that White Lady find
you sitting in her toilet. |
don’t care if you’ve got to go
so bad it’s coming out back
for the help, you find yourself

a time when she’s not there in

Dialogue

38-39

2
(Labor and
Job)

Racial discrimination puts
in the bad
condition. They cannot do as
This is

because; the privileges are

black people

much as white.

only for the white. In many

places and aspects, they
always are victims of racial
discrimination. In the case of
labor and job, like as stated in
this evident, black people do
not have chance as well as
white. As the minority, this
that  black

women cannot stand for good

novel  shows
job. They are preparing for a
help as their mother. This is
because; their race cannot
have job like as white race.
That is why; young black

women are preparing for a

Racial discrimination also
happens in the labor and job
aspect, especially for the
workplace. There are lots of
unfair rules. For the example
iIs when the black has bigger
chance to be penalized than
their white people. And it can
be said, the black employees
racial

their

will get much of
discrimination  during
work (Avery, Volpone, and

Holmes 12).
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a bathroom she doesn’t use.

Rule Number Three— when
you’re cooking white
people’s food, you taste it
with a different spoon. You
put that spoon to your mouth,
think nobody’s looking, put it
back in the pot, might as well

throw it out.

Rule number Four: you use
the same cup, same fork, and
same plate every day. Keep it
in a separate cupboard and
tell that white woman that’s
the one you’ll use from here

on out.

Rule number Five: you eat in
the kitchen.

Rule number Six: you don’t

hit on her children. White

help as portray in the little
Minny when she is 14 years
old.
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people like to me? No ass-

mouthing.” Said Minny’s
mother.
“mama, | know—.”

Answered little Minny

“I read some a that back in
school, but I didn’t get to
finish.” She keeps marking,
stopping to think which one

she wants next.

“You want a book
by...Sigmund Freud?” asked

Miss Skeeter
“Oh, people crazy” She nods.

“Aibileen, how long you have
you been wanting to ask me
this? If I’d check these books
out for you?” Said Miss

Skeeter.

Dialogue

154-
155

2
(Society
Rules)

There are a lot of

society rules about racial
discrimination in the past era,
it can be written or not.
Everybody knows that. One
of the unwritten society rules
is asking help. Because of
their race, they cannot ask for
to white people. They have to
follow the rules if they do not
want to get worse effect.
They have to realize their
certain line based on their
race. That is why; they cannot
ask a help to white people. It

portrays in this evidence,

As the majority, white people
can have good power based
on their race. They have big
intervention in the
civilization. Society pointed
that; their high power cannot
be modified (Sawrikar and
Katz 88).
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“A while.” She rugs. “I guess

I’s afraid to mention it.”

“Did you... think I’d say no?”
Asked Miss Skeeter

“These in white rules. I don’t

know which ones you

following and which ones

Aibileen does not ask for help
to Miss Skeeter as a white.
She knows about the rules,
she does not want to get into

a big problem.

you ain’t.” Answered

Aibileen.

We look at each other a

second. “I'm tired of the

rules,” I say.

“Things ain’t never gone | Dialogue | 196 2 Because of the racial | Bad regulations in the society
change in this town, Aibileen. (Regulation | discrimination, the regulation | put black people in unlucky
We living in hell, we trapped. ) puts black people as the | condition. Black people

Our kids is trapped.”

Radio man get loud again,
say, “...policeman
everywhere, blocking the

road. Mayor Thompson is

unlucky race. They have to
pass a lot of hard time. Black
people have to realize their
position and follow the rules.

If there is something wrong

realize that they are the
victims of racial
discrimination in many places

(Brown 1492).
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expected to hold a press

conference shortly—*

I choke then. The tears roll
down. It’s all them white
peoples that breaks me;
standing around the colored
neighborhood. White peoples
with guns, pointed at colored
peoples. Cause who gone
protect our peoples? Ain’t no

colored policemans.

that done by the black people,
they will get bad effect. This
is an evident which happens
when there is a man who died
because of white people. The
man is a black. He shot by a
gun. The condition is totally
discriminating the black. This
is because; actually they
know the white people who
shot the black man, but, they
do nothing. White policeman
try to save their race. On the
other hand, there is no black
policeman who tries save
their race. It is really show
that black people are only the
minority because of their
race. Even  for  black
policeman, they could not do

anything to save their race.
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“I did not raise you to use the
colored bathroom!” I hear her
hiss-whispering, thinking |
can’t hear, and I think, Lady,
you didn’t raise your child at

all.

“This is dirty out here, Mae
Mobley. You’ll catch
diseases! No no no!” And I
hear her pop her again on her

bare legs.

Dialogue

195

2
(Regilation)

The regulation make white
people always get the best of
and the black

people cannot get as good as

everything,

white. They only can accept
everything as white people
want. This one shows when
Aibileen has her own toilet in
the Elizabeth house. Aibileen
works for her. Elizabeth is so
racist. She does not want to
share their toilet with black
people. She also tries to apply
it to her daughter. She does
not want her family get many
disease from Aibileen as the
black people by toilet sharing.
It is show that regulations
make black people as a bad

Creature.

The regulation is based on the

race happen in the many
places. They are health
facility, school, work,
churches, public facility,

stores, Movie Theater and etc.
The regulations put the black
race as the bad group who can
get bad facilities, and white
can  get facilities
(Browser 580).

good
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Franny bend her head down,
say, “you hear what happen
to Louvenia Brown’s

grandson this morning?”

“Robert?” I say. “who do the

mowing?”

“Use the white bathroom at
Pinchman Lawn and Garden.
Say they wasn’t a sign up
saying so. Two white mens
chased him and beat him with

a tire iron.”

Oh no. Not Robert. “He... is

he..?”

Franny shake her head. “they
don’t know. He up at the
hospital. I heard he blind.”

Dialogue
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2
(Regilation)

This is another evident that

shows black in a poor
condition. There will be a lot
of bad effect if they do
something wrong. Like as
happen in the Robert. He uses
white people toilet. He gets
really bad effect. He will be
blind because the white
people hit him. After that
incident, Robert’s family did
not do anything. They cannot
report white people to the
police. This is because; there
will be no one who will help
them in this case, because
they are black. It is really
irony. White people can do
anything to the black, and
black people cannot do

anything because of their

Society put white people in
very lucky condition. They
can get many rights that will
support their daily life. If
society makes big separation
between black and white
people, there will be the bad
one. And it puts black people
in the bad condition (Hunter

239).
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race.
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